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FOR the holiday dinner what can be 
better than a table finely-decorated 
with greens ? To make it quite up to 
date a ball of mistletoe of good size can be 
hung with fine effect below the chandelier. 
As a centrepiece, a tall vase filled with 
flowers will greatly aid the scheme, pro- 
vided there is a mound of Christmas greens 
and bright holly berries for it to rest in. 
At each cover place a bunch of roses or any 
pretty blossoms tied with a bow of rich red 
ribbon. Give your table as much as possi- 
ble the tint of red, and when finished you 
will be quite up in fashionable ways — for 
red is the popular hue this season. 



FOR the dressing of pictures with Christ- 
mas greens, the finest and lightest 
should be selected. For one reason, 
they dry quickly, so should be sparingly 
used. One large branch over a folding-door 
produces an artistic plan, and gives to the 
room a remarkably fine focus. 



THE five-cent Christmas-tree was the new 
departure last year, and this season it 
will be more popular than ever. No 
article must exceed five cents, and it is 
wonderfully true, how many pretty trifles 
can be picked up for these few cents, if only 
time and patience can be given to the hunt. 
In fact, the selecting of these objects proves 
as much of an amusement as the actual 
presentation. Every sort of knick-knack can 
be made acceptable by the wrapping in a 
bright-colored piece of tissue paper, or a 
bow added of No. 1 ribbon. There are five- 
cent stores where innumerable dainty trifles 
can be got, and yet prove a pleasure when 
the great day is at hand. 




THE imperishable palm will be greatly in 
vogue for the holiday gaiety. They 
will decorate tables and combine with 
the real holly for collations, and make good 
corner devices for debntantee luncheons. 
For the dressing of windows the wreath will 
still hold its own, but the Oriental pot for 
the window-sill, filled with cedar and ber- 
ries, will for the time prove an attractive 
device. 



TO MAKE a good Christmas punch, the 
" Fish House " is par excellence. This 
good old English drink still holds its 
own with the nobility, and is fully appre- 
ciated at holiday times in " Merrie En- 
gland." To make this to perfection pour, 
into a large bowl one pint of carefully- 
strained green tea of medium strength. 
Add six bottles of claret, the juice of six 
lemons, half a bottle of cognac, half a bottle 
of maraschino, and half a bottle of curacoa; 
sweeten to taste ; stir thoroughly, and in the 
bowl place a big lump of ice. This punch 
can be made by omitting one of the cordials 
named. To* make it a decorative object, 




Design No. 3. 
A Fan PhotographsHolder. 



pour it into a round jar or good-sized bowl of 
coarse pottery ; cover well the sides with 
fresh greens, trimming also around the re- 
ceptacle some branches of holly, or any 
leaves which are showy in appearance. 
This punch should be served from a side 
table, in small glasses of every color. 



JAPANESE lanterns add much in the 
decoration of places, when holiday fes- 
tivities take their turn. Pretty ribbons 
of any width, either narrow or broad, can be 
fastened from the four corners of the room 
at the top of the wall, and meet at the chan- 
delier. Every sort of device is allowable at 
this gay Christmas-tide, and showy fans, 
parasols, or small screens can be charm- 
ingly used for ornamentation. 
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FOR the decoration of the plum-pudding 
for the Christmas dinner, the old habit 
of sticking in the middle the holly 
branch is still in vogue. But now it is more 
grandly served than ever before, for the 
dish is put on a silver salver which is gaily 
ornamented with flowers, and makes for the 
device a double adornment. All sorts of 
silver stands are now used, and the old- 
fashioned silver baskets which have laid 
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away for years have been brightened up 
and now become one of the table's chief 
decorations. 



A PRETTY design for a Christmas favor 
is the photograph of a hostess, which 
is placed at each cover when a lunch- 
eon is in question. This charming souvenir 
is set in a wreath of smilax with small moss 
rose buds at equal distances, or it can be 
framed in a small gilt band in miniature 
style with a ring in which can be run 
a ribbon an inch wide. Either is a novelty 
and really serves as a Christmas card for 
the holiday week. 



CHRISTMAS cards are still sent, but this 
fashion is about passed, yet even this 
memento of the gala day can accom- 
pany a box of bon-bons, a bouquet of flow- 
ers, or any small trifle, as a reminder that 
good feeling and much happiness exists. 



EMBROIDERIES for the holidays will 
be white with a tint of red sparingly 
used. These hues well combined will 
prove an artistic success. Lace for the table 
is more fashionable than ever. The cloth 
in vogue is rich in insertion, with mono- 
grams surrounded with flower effects — of 
good strong yet fine linen — and the edge of 
a deep make. The Irish point, Renais- 
sance and Honiton may be said to be the 
leading fad. 



BON-BONS for the holidays are more 
gorgeous than ever. Ribbon bows 
are more voluminous. Laces, gilt, 
and even narrow fur is added to make 
these sweets more splendid in effect — more 
desirable as a gift. Embroideries still hold 
their own where the confection is concerned: 
the jewel device; the Dresden pattern; 
the conventional design; etchings; pretty 
bits in china — all are on hand for the coming 
holidays. 



